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Hayride 
will roll 
Saturday 

A star-studded 
lineup of enter-
tainers from Mar-
ion and beyond 
will occupy the 
Fohs Hall stage 
Saturday night  
starting at 7 
p.m., for the 
biannual Old Kentucky Hayride. 
Tickets are $5 and a special guest 
star is expected to make an ap-
pearance. 

 

Correction to article 
The article about Crittenden 

County Ambulance Service in last 
week’s edition contained an error. 
It wasn’t a factual mistake but 
rather proofreading marks that 
should have been removed before 
printing. We corrected the digital 
version of the newspaper, but 
print readers saw the faux pas on 
page 1. 

 

Latest election filings 
Crittenden County candidate fil-

ings to date, include Perry New-
com, judge-executive; Nathan 
Ratley, judge-executive; Bart 
Frazer, county attorney; Chad 
Nelson, county at-
torney; Daryl Tabor, 
county clerk; Evan 
Head, sheriff; Ray 
Agent, sheriff; Todd 
Perryman, PVA; Rob-
bie Kirk, jailer; Brad 
Gilbert, coroner; Danny Fowler, 
1st District magistrate; Rob Ho-
rack, 1st District magistrate; Matt 
Grimes, 2nd District magistrate; 
Brennan Cruce, 5th District mag-
istrate. All are Republican candi-
dates.  

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Nov. 13 at Rocket 
Arena. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Elections meets at 3:30 p.m., Fri-
day, Nov. 14 at the county office 
complex. 

•Marion-Crittenden County 911 
Board will meet at 3:30 p.m., 
Monday, Nov. 17 at city hall. 

•Marion City Council will meet 
Monday, Nov. 17 at city hall. 

•Fredonia City Council will meet 
at 7 p.m., Monday, Nov. 17 at city 
hall. 

• Salem City Council will meet 
at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 18 at 
Deer Lakes meeting room. 

 

Months after Marion city officials began 
examining the sale of kratom at local stores, 
Gov. Andy Beshear has announced state-
level action to classify a powerful kratom 
compound as a Schedule I narcotic, putting 
it in the same category as heroin and LSD. 

The move, announced last 
week, targets 7-hydroxymi-
tragynine (7-OH), a concen-
trated chemical derived from 
the kratom plant that health 
officials say poses a serious 
risk of addiction and over-
dose. When finalized, the new 
regulation will make it illegal 
to sell, possess or distribute 
any isolated or concentrated 
forms of the substance in 
Kentucky. 

The decision follows months of growing 
concern statewide, and in Marion, over 
kratom’s availability at convenience stores 
and smoke shops. Some have dubbed it 
“Gas Station Heroin.” Kratom, which acts as 
a stimulant in small doses and mimics opi-
oids in larger quantities, has been sold 
legally in Marion and Fredonia at conven-
iences stores. 

In June, the Marion City Council began 

looking into kratom sales after being ap-
proached by healthcare professionals and 
residents concerned about its accessibility 
and potential for abuse, particularly among 
children. 

“It’s not regulated. A 10-, 11- or 12-year-
old could walk in and get it,” said nurse 
practitioner Laura Harris Wood during that 
June meeting. “That’s not good, especially 
because of the addiction risks.” 

At that time, council members were told 
kratom was sold behind the counter and 
that buyers were required to show ID prov-
ing they were at least 21. City Attorney Bart 
Frazer advised that enforcement of those 
regulations was civil, not criminal, and 
Mayor D’Anna Browning asked city officials 
to research what, if any, additional local ac-
tions could be taken. No further official ac-
tion was taken in subsequent meetings. 

Marion Police Chief Bobby West said this 
week that he supports the governor’s effort 
to tighten regulations, echoing concerns he 
voiced earlier this year about kratom’s pres-
ence in local stores. 

“I support stiffer regulation on kratom. 
Many are addicted to it, and I’ve heard many  

 
See KRATOM/page 3A 

Hunting is 
now drug 
store style 

 
Well folks, it’s that time of 

year again, the first week of 
modern rifle deer season. The 
forests are filling up with 
hunters in designer blaze and 
custom camo that costs more 
than my first rifle, carrying 
enough electronics to launch 
a lunar mission. I swear, 
today’s outdoors-
men have more 
gadgets than 
goosebumps on 
opening morning. 

When I was a 
wee lad, there was 
a term for people 
who were a little 
on the tender side 
when it came to 
hunting – you 
know, the ones who didn’t 
like to get cold or dirty. Nowa-
days they’d probably be re-
ferred to as “slightly 
effeminate,” but back then we 
called them “Drug Store.” 
But, in those days we called a 
liar a liar and nowadays 
they’re spoken of as an “unre-
liable narrator.” I think the 
Drug Store moniker came 
from the Urban Cowboy cul-
ture. To real cowboys, it 
meant someone was “all hat, 
not cattle.” 

In the 70s, if a fella wore 
earmuffs in the deer stand or 
slipped one of those “hot 
pocket” gizmos in his boots, 
we figured he was Drug Store. 
We believed in Grizzly Adams 
hunting – though if you ask 
me, Dan Haggerty himself 
was a bit of a tenderfoot. I bet 
Mary Lou and Dan’l would 
back me up on that. 

I remember the first 4x4 in 
our neck of the woods. It was 
a Dodge Power Wagon, and 
we thought it was a space-
ship. Most of our dads drove 
two-wheel-drive rigs, and we 
took those as far as the tar-
and-chip or gravel road would 
allow. After that, it was all 
LPC – that’s Leather Person-
nel Carrier, meaning we 
walked. There was no fancy 
footwear, just Army-style lace 
up leather boots, and when 
they got cold, so did your feet. 
There weren’t any ATVs or 
UTVs, and if you got your 
truck stuck, you just hoped it 
wasn’t so deep that the tail-
gate disappeared. 

Our deer stands weren’t 
those air-tight, factory-made 
blinds you see today with 
swivel chairs and heaters in-
side. No sir. We nailed a few 
old boards between the fork of 
a tree and maybe had a small 
piece of plywood to sit on. 
Climbing up was half the ad-
venture. The steps were recy-
cled boards nailed to the 
trunk, and after about five 
rungs, the only thing between 
you and a lifetime in traction 
was two 12-penny nails. It’s a 
miracle more of us didn’t end 
up with busted limbs or bro-
ken backs. 

As for rifles, there were ba-
sically two kinds: a bolt-ac-
tion .30-06 or a .30-30 
lever-action Winchester. If 
you wanted a scope, you’d 
have had a Marlin .30-30 
since it had side ejection – 
otherwise, you’d be ejecting 
your spent shells right into 
your optics. I cut my teeth on 
iron sights and didn’t have a 
scope until after I could drive. 

We didn’t have trail cam-
eras to prove there was a tro-
phy buck nearby. We had to 
rely on a sixth sense, and a 
little reading of the land. 
Droppings, footprints, rubs, 
paw places and other signs 
were our intel. Yeti wasn’t a 
brand back then, it was 
something you hoped didn’t  
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About Town

Fabulous Fall-Out 
Ashley Yancy spent her lunch break at Marion-Crittenden County Park late last week, 
enjoying a warm, sunny fall afternoon, taking a short respite from her job as a pharma-
cist at CVS in Marion. This week has brought more seasonable cold, and snow flurries.

STAFF REPORT 
State legislators have approved a new, 

predictable approach to how the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 
adjusts license, tag, registration and permit 
fees. 

Following adjournment of the Interim 
Joint Committee on Natural Resources and 
Energy meeting on Nov. 6, 2025, the initia-
tive (301 KAR 5:022) and several other 
changes to state administrative regulations 
were finalized and are now in effect. 

The department will make incremental 
price adjustments every other year tied 
solely to the Consumer Price Index, the na-
tional inflation gauge calculated by the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The Federal 
Duck Stamp and application fees are ex-
empt from CPI adjustments. All licenses, 
permits, tags and registrations sold by the 
department will be adjusted in January 

using the CPI rate from 
2024 and 2025, follow-
ing the expected BLS 
announcement of the 
CPI index. The adjust-
ment will affect the re-
mainder of the 2025-26 
license year through 
Feb. 28, 2026, and the 
2026-27 license year 
starting March 1, 2026. 

Relying on a widely 
accepted federal economic indicator to de-
termine price adjustments for user fees 
helps our customers know when to antici-
pate changes, and it’s a common-sense way 
to adjust for inflation, said Gabe Jenkins, 
deputy commissioner for Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife. KDFWR is a fee-based agency and  

See HUNT/page 7A 

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden-Livingston County Water Dis-

trict (CLWD) customers will likely see higher 
water bills beginning in January, reflecting 
usage from December under a new rate plan 
approved by the Kentucky Public Service 
Commission (PSC). The new rate structure 
will require final approval by the water dis-
trict board later this month. 

The PSC has signed off on a 13.07% rate 
increase for the district, which is slightly 
higher than the 12.74% hike recommended 
earlier this year by commission staff. The 

adjustment is expected to generate about 
$402,000 in additional annual revenue for 
the district. For the typical household using 
4,000 gallons of water per month, the 
monthly bill will rise from $67 to about 
$75.73, an increase of $8.73. 

The rate hike is the first for CLWD since 
2018 and comes after a lengthy financial re-
view prompted by rising operational costs, 
aging equipment and other factors. 

While the overall water rate increase is  

See WATER/page 5A 

Hunting, fishing licenses going up in January; 
then every other year based on price index

County water rates up in December

‘Gas Station Heroin’ 
Governor putting lid on 7-OH kratom

MPD Chief 
Bobby West
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Deaths
Ivy-Angel

Doris Annette Ivy-An-
gel, 49, of Evansville, 
Ind., died Monday, Nov. 
10, 2025 
at Deacon-
ess Hospital 
Midtown.

S h e 
worked as a 
s e r ve r/ca -
shier at Mc-
Donalds.

Surviving are her 
mother, Janice Anne Ivy; 
father, Raymond Edward 
Moyers; a brother, Gary 
(Dovie) Ivy; seven chil-
dren, James Puckett, 
Ashley Puckett, Francine 
Puckett, Rose Ivy, Jesse 
Ivy, Matthew Angel and 
Marie Angel; a grand-
daughter, Lorraine Lan-
glesy; and several nieces 
and nephews.

Graveside services fare 
at 1 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 
15 at New Union/Ditney 
cemetery.
Myers Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments. 

Lott
Michael “Mike” El-

wood Lott, 51, of Marion 
died Wednesday, Nov. 5, 
2025, at Deaconess Hos-

pital of Henderson.
He was born on Aug. 

28,1974 in Marion to 
the late Elwood and Su-
sie Ellen Smith Lott. Lott 
was a beloved employee 
at True Value in Marion 
for many years and was 
of the Bap-
tist faith.

Surviving 
are his sister, 
Vicki Bur-
ris; broth-
er, Stanley 
Lott; neph-
ews, Derek 
Burris and Levi Burris; 
nieces, A’Deana (Mitch-
ell) Quertermous and 
Cheyenne (Jesse) Baker; 
great-nephews, Luke, 
Axel and JJ; great niece, 
Brinley; and several 
cousins. 

Graveside services will 
be held at 1 p.m., on 
Thursday, Nov. 13, 2025 
at Frances Cemetery.

Gilbert Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrange-
ments.

Guill
Kaden Travis Guill, 

18, of Salem, died Mon-
day, Nov. 3, 2025 at 
Livingston Hospital and 
Healthcare Services.

He was well known at 
Crittenden County High 
School. He was a kind 
hearted young man who 

loved hunting, 昀shing 
and being outdoors. He 
especially loved his fam-
ily.

Surviving are his par-
ents, Aleshia (Chris) 
Phillips of Tolu, Shawn 
(Nikki) Guill of Salem; 
b r o t h e r s 
and sis-
ter, Easton 
Jase Koon, 
Nathanie l 
Hayes Phil-
lips, Trent 
W e s t o n 
Guill, Sar-
ah Phillips and Justin 
Hayes Phillips; maternal 
grandparents, Joy Koon 
of Salem and Allen Koon 
of Metropolis; paternal 
grandparents, Paul and 
Renee Guill of Carrsville; 
an aunt, Kara Koon of 
Salem and an aun 0t, 
uncle and cousins Jack-
ie, Trevor, Grace and 
Eden Jessie of Louisville 
and special friend Lilly 
Reed of Webster County; 
many other family mem-
bers and friends.

He was preceded in 
death by his great-grand-
parents, Don Travis and 
Joyce Williamson and 
Dick and Geraldine 
Koon.

Graveside services 
were Sunday, Nov. 9 at 
Asbridge Cemetery.

Paid obituary

No matter what service you choose, you 
can always be assured of receiving 
compassionate, superior service, 

exceptional facilities and local people 
tending to every detail.

Just like our families have for over 120 Years

212 East Main Street • Salem, KY • (270) 988-3131

Funerals, Cremation, Pre-Planning and Monuments Since 1902

Brandon
DeBoe

Funeral Director & 
Embalmer, Licensed 

Pre-Need Agent, 
Monument Specialist

Andy
Fox

Owner, Funeral 
Director & 

Embalmer, Licensed 
Pre-Need Agent, 

Monument Specialist

BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Bright Beginnings announces fall gift basket winner 
The winner of Bright Beginnings’ fall gift basket drawing was Susan Crase, pictured above 
with Teresa Robertson, community education coordinator for the Livingston Hospital pro-
gram. The basket drawing was held in conjunction with Mental Health Awareness Month 
in October. Bright Beginnings holds a community education event at Crittenden County 
Senior Citizen Center at 10:30 a.m., the second Thursday of each month.

Social media is something 
we all use daily. It can be 
a useful tool, providing 
news and information in 
small, digestible pieces. 
Despite its ben-
e昀ts, social me-
dia can also be 
toxic and neg-
atively impact 
mental health. 
There are sever-
al ways to better 
navigate social 
media and be 
mindful of its ef-
fects.
Turning off no-
ti昀cations can 
help reduce dis-
tractions and 
stress. Social 
media alerts of-
ten pull atten-
tion away from 
the present mo-
ment, increasing anxiety. 
If turning off noti昀cations 
completely feels dif昀cult, 
try using the “do not dis-
turb” feature on your 
phone.
Limiting your time on so-
cial media can also im-

prove mental well-being. 
Spending excessive time 
online may lead to feel-
ings of isolation, anxiety, 
and lower self-esteem. 

Setting time lim-
its allows you to 
focus on more 
important life 
tasks and can 
boost your men-
tal health.
Avoid compar-
ing yourself to 
others on so-
cial media. As 
the saying goes, 
“comparison is 
the thief of joy.” 
It can lead to 
lower self-es-
teem and poorer 
mental health. 
Instead, follow 
pages and cre-
ators who re昀ect 

your values and interests. 
Curating a positive feed 
helps promote mental 
wellness and allows you 
to use social media as a 
source of inspiration rath-
er than comparison.
In addition to these strat-

egies, there are several 
ways to build self-esteem 
and con昀dence, which 
can lessen social media’s 
negative impact. Practic-
ing positive af昀rmations 
can improve your out-
look—simple statements 
such as “I am enough” 
can make a big difference. 
Building healthy relation-
ships supports mental 
health and reinforces a 
positive self-image. En-
gaging in regular self-care 
creates a strong founda-
tion for emotional well-be-
ing, while physical activity 
bene昀ts both mental and 
physical health.
Social media can be a 
valuable tool, but it’s im-
portant to use it mind-
fully. By following these 
tips, you can protect your 
mental health and enjoy 
the positive aspects of the 
online world.
https://www.mayoclinic.
org/diseases-conditions/
depression/in-depth/de-
pression-and-exercise/
art-20046495

Rebecca  
WOODALL 
EXTENSION AGENT 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s meetings in this free, weekly community calendar. 

Thursday, Nov. 13
• Line dancing will begin at 
9:30 a.m. at the Crittenden 
County Senior Center.
• The Virgil Jones VFW 
will be having a meeting in 
the VFW building on North 
College St., at 5 p.m. A 
Thanksgiving meal will be 
served 昀rst.
Sunday, Nov. 16
• Tolu Methodist Church will 
be having a Thanksgiving 
meal at 1 p.m., in the Tolu 
Community Center. The 
meal is free and everyone is 
invited.
• Crittenden County 
Homemakers quarter 
auction starts at 2 p.m. at 
St. William Catholic Church. 
Doors open at 1 p.m. 

Monday, Nov. 17
• Wits Workout beginst at 
1 p.m., at the Crittenden 
County Public Library.
• 4-H Geology Club will meet 
at 3:30 p.m., at the Ben E. 

Clement Mineral Museum.
Wednesday, Nov. 19
• Walk in the Park will start 
at 3 p.m., at the City-County 
Park.

Community Calendar

Tips to protect your mental health



Riley expanding with 
additional site off  
641 south of Marion 

Riley Tool and Machine is 
having dirt work done off US 
641 near the intersection of 
Crayne Cemtery Road, prepar-
ing to expand its operational 
footprint. 

Owner Todd Riley says the 
new facility will be a staging 
area for heavy equipment. His 
headquarters on Moore Street, 
Riley said, is becoming over-
crowded as the company 
grows. 

 

Investigation ongoing 
into possible gunshot 
damage to car on KY 91  

A Friday evening commute 
from Hopkinsville to Marion 
turned bizarre and potentially 
dangerous for Jonathan James 
of Marion. 

As he was traveling at dusk on 
the Princeton side of the Crider 
community in Caldwell County 
along KY 91, James said some-
thing shattered the windshield 
of his car. He suspected it was 
some type of road hazard as he 
met a couple of oncoming ve-
hicles. He didn’t initially stop to 
survey the damage, but the 
more he observed it and con-
tinued to replay the incident in 
his mind, the more it began to 
seem perhaps more sinister 
than a simple road hazard. 

After stopping just inside 
Crittenden County to get a bet-
ter look, James thought it 
might have been a shotgun 
blast, so he dialed 911 to re-
port the incident. After meeting 
with Crittenden County Sheriff 
Evan Head, he reported the in-
cident to Caldwell County au-
thorities. 

James said based on his ob-
servations and conversations 
with investigators, it appears 
that someone, perhaps from 
the oncoming traffic, fired a 
round of steel waterfowl shot at 

his car. The hood, windshield 
and roof were all damaged by 
about 20 different projectiles, 
James said. 

Caldwell County Sheriff Don 
Weedman said the incident re-
mains under investigation, and 
anyone with information can 
contact his office at 270-365-
2088. 

 

Davidson will not seek 
re-election in Livingston 

After 16 years in office, Liv-
ingston County Sheriff Bobby 
Davidson announced last week 
that he will not seek re-election 
in 2026. 

Davidson, who was first 
elected in 2010 and took office 
in January 2011, shared the 
news on social media as candi-
date filing opened statewide. In 
a public statement, he reflected 
on his tenure, calling it “the 
greatest honor of my life to 
serve the people of Livingston 
County.” 

During his four terms, David-
son said the sheriff’s office has 
implemented new departmental 
policies, launched the School 
Resource Officer program, sup-
ported community initiatives 
like D.A.R.E. and Santa Cop, 
and modernized technology 
and training. 

He credited much of the de-
partment’s success to his staff, 
including Chief Deputy Shan-
non Edging, former Chief 
Deputy Devin Brewer and long-
time administrative assistants 
Janet Moneymaker and Tina 
Tinsley. 

 

Livingston candidates 
file for spring primary 

Subsequent to the announce-
ment that longtime Livingston 
County Sheriff Bobby Davidson 
would not seek another term in 
office, local officers Shannon 
Edging, Glenn A. Gordon and 
Donald Crawford have each 
filed to seek the sheriff’s post 
in Livingston County. 

Other Livingston County can-
didates who have filed as of 
early this week are Mark Long, 
2nd District magistate; Jeff 
Armstrong, coroner; Benji Guill, 
jailer; and Sonya Williams, 
county clerk. 

 

Leadership West KY 

accepts applications 
Leadership West Kentucky is 

accepting applications for its 
fourth class, which begins in 
January. The regional leader-
ship program aims to include 
30 to 35 participants repre-
senting each of the 15 counties 
in the West Kentucky Regional 
Chamber Alliance. 

Applications are available at 
wkrca.org or through local 
chambers of commerce and will 
be accepted through Dec. 5. 
Applicants must live or work in 
one of the alliance counties and 
have employer support to par-
ticipate and cover tuition. 

The program, coordinated by 
The Leadership Center of the 
Paducah Area Chamber of 
Commerce, is designed to build 
a network of informed leaders 
across community lines. Partic-
ipants will explore topics such 
as transportation, education, 
economic development, agri-
culture, and tourism through 
interactive sessions and tours. 

The six-month program be-
gins with a mandatory 
overnight orientation Jan. 21–
22 in Paducah and concludes 
with graduation June 25 in 
Hopkinsville. TVA is the pre-
senting sponsor. 

Counties represented in the 
alliance include Ballard, Cald-
well, Calloway, Carlisle, Chris-
tian, Crittenden, Fulton, Graves, 
Hickman, Hopkins, Livingston, 
Lyon, Marshall, McCracken and 
Trigg. 

For more information, contact 
Frank Bennett at 270-443-
1746 or fbennett@paduc-
ahchamber.org, or email 
info@leadershipwestkentucky.c
om. 

 

Lunch & Learn event 
Crittenden County Chamber of 

Commerce will host a Lunch 
and Learn program Dec. 4 fea-
turing Family Court Judge 
Brandi Rogers, who will discuss 
“The Ripple Effect of Family 
Stability on Local Economies.” 

The event begins at noon at 
Farmers Bank. Admission is 
$15. Rogers will share her 
journey to the Family Court 
bench and explore how unsta-
ble families impact communi-
ties and local economies. 

The program is sponsored by 
Edward Jones and H&H Home & 
Hardware. 

  
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  
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our YouTube Channel.  

It’s a Free Service to Our Readers! 
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10 YEARS AGO 
November 12, 2015 
n Crittenden County FFA members joined more than 
60,000 youth at the National FFA Convention in Louisville. 
Students including Sharon Collins, Blake Curnel and 
Tyson Steele engaged in activities such as the career 
show and convention sessions. The convention aimed to 
inspire students to amplify their impact in their schools and 
communities. 
n Crittenden County’s defense dominated Caverna, forc-
ing seven turnovers and leading the Rockets to a decisive 
42-16 victory. Dylan Hollis was a star, scoring three touch-
downs, and Devin Hopper recovered three fumbles. The 
Rockets were headed on the road to take on Bethlehem. 
n Teen Leadership Academy, or TLA, is a 4-H program 
that brings together youth from Crittenden, Caldwell, Liv-
ingston, Lyon and Trigg counties to develop leadership 
skills. In October, Crittenden County hosted a meeting that 
included a trip to the Amish community and the Ben E. 
Clement Mineral Museum. The November meeting was 
held in Trigg County, where the youth hiked and visited the 
Nature Station at Land Between the Lakes. The group in-
cluded Jacob Drawdy, Lynzee Lynn, Hannah Myers and 
Cameron Suggs. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
November 16, 2000 
n Kent Koster, after serving as the interim chief financial 
officer of Crittenden Health Systems for two months, was 
appointed as the permanent CFO. With a master’s degree 
in business administration, Koster brought extensive expe-
rience, having previously worked at Western Baptist Hos-
pital for nearly 20 years. He said he looked forward to 
protecting the assets of the organization to continue pro-
viding quality healthcare. 
n Steven James and Micheal Brasher earned Arrow of 
Light badges and joined Boy Scout Troop 30. The cere-
mony took place in Cave-In-Rock State Park. Brent 
Roberts and Cody Herrin conducted the ceremony. Wes-
ley Hughes and Jamie Pyle also attended. 
n Amber Lowery, a 9-year-old from Marion, was the lucky 
winner of nearly 30 Teenie Beanie Babies after a Heritage 
Days drawing. The picture included Corey McEnaney, 
Kathy McEnaney, Joe McEnaney, Conner McEnaney, Va-
lerie Winders and Chris McEnaney. Brian Stevenson won 
a new bicycle. 
 

50 YEARS AGO 
November 13, 1975 
n Marion-Crittenden County’s 1975 entry in the All-Ken-
tucky City program advanced to the state level after the 
district presentation at Kentucky Dam. Gary Williamson, 
the district chairman, was seated with judges John Perkins 
and Wayne Smythe. Also present were Pittman, the state 
Chamber program manager, and others including Paul and 
Nancy Mick. 
n Crittenden County Middle School formed a journalism 
club, with Mrs. Jane Loyd as sponsor. Stephen Watson 
and Danny Drake presented Loyd with the first edition of 
the school newspaper. Club members were selected 
based on writing ability and classroom effort, and they 
planned to publish a quarterly school newspaper. 
n Crittenden County defeated Fulton County 13-8, secur-
ing its eighth victory of the season. The Rockets started 
strong with touchdowns by Mark Hamby and Danny 
Hodges, but Fulton County fought back. Despite a fumble 
recovery and touchdown by Fulton County, the Rockets 
held on for the win, with key plays from Jimmy Hodges 
and Pat Taylor. 

From the Press Archives – 50 Years Ago 
Marion’s 1975 entry in the All Kentucky City program advanced 
to the state level following a district presentation at Kentucky 
Dam. Pictured are local Chamber of Commerce members and 
state judges for the competition. Pictured are (seated from left) 
Gary Williamson, district chairman; John Perkins of Kentucky 
Utilities, judge; Wayne Smythe of Kentucky Group Banks, 
judge; and Georgia Pittman, state Chamber program manager; 
(back) Paul Mick, Judy Winn, John Ramsey, Rev. Harold Per-
son and Billy Wayne Jones, all representing the Crittenden 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

KRATOM 
Continued from page 1 

say they are using it to supple-
ment their actual drug use be-
cause kratom is legal. I’ve seen 
the same effects on people using 
kratom that would be if they were 
using illegal drugs.” 

Local officers have been aware 
of kratom’s sale in Marion for 
some time. Law enforcement 
agencies across the region have 
pointed out that until now, the 
product’s legality had made it dif-
ficult to address despite its addic-
tive properties and use by people 
seeking alternatives to opioids. 

In his announcement last 
Wednesday, Gov. Beshear said 
the reclassification of 7-OH will 
help protect Kentuckians and re-
duce access to dangerous syn-
thetic versions of the drug. 

“We have marked three straight 
years of declines in overdose 
deaths in Kentucky, and that is 
progress we’re committed to 
building on,” Beshear said. 
“Deadly and addictive drugs like 
7-OH have no place in our com-
munities, and this step will help 
us get these drugs off the streets.” 

The Cabinet for Health and 
Family Services is now updating 

regulations to make concentrated 
7-OH a Schedule I substance, 
which will allow police to remove 
products containing the com-
pound from shelves statewide 
once the rule takes effect. 

National anti-drug advocates 
applauded Beshear’s action. The 
Stop Gas Station Heroin coalition 
issued a statement calling it “a 
critical step toward curbing the 
spread of lab-made street drugs” 
and praised Kentucky for joining 
Florida and the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration in targeting 
concentrated 7-OH products. 

The coalition said these syn-
thetic versions, often disguised as 
herbal energy shots or gummies, 
can be “more than 13 times more 
potent than morphine.” 

Public health officials have long 
cautioned against kratom and its 
derivatives. In June, the Ken-
tucky Department for Public 
Health and Office of Drug Control 
Policy jointly issued a health alert 
warning of severe adverse reac-
tions including seizures, liver tox-
icity and addiction. 

Though kratom has been legal 
in Kentucky for adults 21 and 
over, it was never approved by the 
FDA. Efforts to tighten state re-
strictions during the 2025 legisla-

tive session failed to advance out 
of committee. 

Lyon County Sheriff Brent 
White, who is a former Kentucky 
State Police captain and part of a 
west Kentucky crime-fighting 
coalition, said the governor’s 
order is a step in the right direc-
tion but not a complete solution. 

“(Companies) literally change 
the variations all the time so it 
looks like the governor has taken 
the main component and tried to 
address it, but the problem with 
anything synthetic is that you 
can tweak the chemical composi-
tion ever so slightly and skirt the 
law. That’s the problem we’ve had 
for a long time. 

“It’s still not a perfect fix,” 
White continued, “because the 7-
OH is just one component that is 
found in kratom. There’s so many 
products that should be regu-
lated but aren’t in these stores.” 

White said that even though 
some products are packaged to 
look like kratom, it might techni-
cally be something else. Compa-
nies do that, he explains, because 
individuals have become addicted 
to kratom and companies take 
advantage of that by marketing a 
different synthetic substance as 
kratom.

STORE 
Continued from page 1 
show up while you were 
armed with nothing but 
a thermos and a Buck 
knife. 

Speaking of ther-
moses, ours were glass-
lined and dressed up in 
plaid that looked like 
somebody’s pajamas. 
Drop one from a tree 
stand, and it’d shatter 
into a thousand pieces, 
leaving you with no cof-

fee and a broken heart. 
The smartphone is 

probably the deadliest 
technology to ever wreak 
havoc the whitetail pop-
ulation. When hunters 
were left to sit silently 
with only the memories 
etched on their souls 
and daydreams of glitter 
and gold, they were not 
inclined to shiver away 
the morning. Nowadays, 
coupled with battery-op-
erated clothing, the cell 
phone provides phe-

nomenal staying power 
as it occupies the loneli-
ness of hunting – a 
byproduct some of us 
actually long to find in 
the wilds. 

So yeah, today’s 
hunters are a bit “Drug 
Store” by 1970’s stan-
dards – with their 
heated blinds, GPS 
scopes and battery-
heated socks. But I’ll 
admit, those stainless 
mugs with tight lids 
sure keep my coffee 

warm until about 8 a.m. 
And that’s just in time 
for a Vienna sausage 
break. See you afield, 
and watch your step, 
those two nails might 
not hold like they used 
to. 

 
Chris Evans, a newspaperman 

since 1979, has been editor of The 
Press for more than 30 years and is 
the author of South of the Mouth of 
Sandy, a true story about crime along 
the Tennessee River. You can find it on 
Amazon or wherever books are sold. 
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In 1939 Jimmie Lunce-
ford recorded the classic 
jazz lyric, “Tain’t what you 
do, it’s the way that you do 
it.” It is one of 
many examples 
of a profound 
truth expressed 
with the words 
and music of 
people who 
were not always 
seen or heard 
and struggled 
for equality. It 
works because 
of the context 
in which it was 
born. When 
such music is 
performed by a 
person or group 
from a differ-
ent context, it 
sounds odd to 
my ears, even if it is mu-
sically perfect. In some 
cases, it sounds mocking 
or stupid. Much like an 
American trying to sound 
like a local in England – 
just don’t do it – please.

Music is packed with 
culture and emotion that 
is most deeply felt by 
those in the context in 
which it is born. For those 
from a different context 
or culture, it takes some 
effort to learn to appreci-
ate the words, the chords, 
and the rhythms.

It’s not that crossover 
doesn’t happen, but it can 
only happen with effort 
and respect. Imagine how 
impossible it sounds for a 
group of young men just 
outside of London in the 
1960’s to be a best-sell-
ing blues band – meet the 
Rolling Stones. I still re-
member my mother being 
stunned by the success 
of country singer Charlie 
Pride. 

I love nearly all types 
of good music. I love it 
more when I understand 
the source better. I like 
the sound of music from 
different genres fused to 
make an entirely different 
and intriguing sound. But 
for any of these to work 
well, those who produce it 
must know what they are 
dealing with and respect 

both the source and the 
new sound it produces.

Back to the borrowed 
and changed lyric, “Tain’t 

what you 
say...” We know 
the intended 
completion, “. 
. . “it’s the way 
that you say it.” 
Three things 
come to mind 
here. The 昀rst 
is one we all 
unde rs tand . 
How we choose 
to express our-
selves, espe-
cially when we 
differ from an-
other, is more 
important than 
what we say. It 
is possible to be 
factually cor-

rect and so emotionally off 
that one does more harm 
than good.

There is another 
thought in mind here. 
When we read the Bible, 
we are reading “music” 
produced in a context so 
massively different to our 
own that it is impossible 
to overemphasize. Some 
people and cultures are 
closer to it than others, 
but the distance for all of 
us is vast. The way we are 
raised, our culture, some-
times our ethnicity, edu-
cation, economic resourc-
es all affect how we read 
the Bible. I recall a profes-
sor of mine, a white man 
from South Africa, point-
ing out that black South 
Africans (in the days of 
Apartheid) “got” Revela-
tion much better than he 
ever would – and he was 
an academic expert in the 
昀eld.

I must remember that 
whatever I say or sing 
that is based on the Bible 
is more like the Rolling 
Stones singing blues than 
Jimmie Lunceford singing 
a jazz song. Keeping this 
in mind gives me enough 
pause to challenge the 
昀rst thing I think, or to 
accept popular attitudes. 
The Bible was not written 
by people who were citi-
zens of mighty econom-

ic or military empires. In 
fact, it is possible that 
most of the Old Testa-
ment, as we have it, was 
put together during cap-
tivity in Babylon. This is 
why, I believe, that eco-
nomically or racially op-
pressed populations “feel” 
scripture more than oth-
ers who may “understand 
better.”

We need both in our 
lives. We need that beau-
tiful fusion of sound that 
comes from genuine plac-
es in the heart of different 
people. We need to learn 
to respect and under-
stand the context of oth-
ers and hear the beauty 
of what they say and how 
they say it.

When I am singing or 
listening to a song that 
moves me, I do so with 
genuine feelings of humil-
ity, longing, pride, joy, or 
sadness. I am not trying 
to convince another per-
son that I am right. I am 
sharing my life in that 
moment. When that is 
met with derision, mock-
ing, or ignorance a gap is 
formed that should never 
have existed.

Finally, if we are not care-
ful, we can land on exactly 
the wrong side of intent 
when quoting the Bible. 
For example, have you ever 
heard preached, “Unless 
you repent, you will like-
wise perish!”? I have heard 
this shouted at “sinners” 
that need to turn. While 
I believe that we need to 
turn away from wrong and 
do right, Jesus was talking 
to people who thought 
they were 昀ne and wanted 
him to condemn others. 
I have heard preaching 
that pointed these verses 
in Luke 13 in exactly the 
wrong direction. 

Tain’t what we say, it’s 
the way we say it. Aim 
corrective words at our-
selves 昀rst, the rest will 
follow. 

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Tain’t what you say...

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email 
dbrantpc@tds.net and request a video 
link that hopefully will change your mind.

n Old Salem Baptist Church has a 
Blessing Box located next to the church 
at 117 Old Salem Church Rd. Everyone 
is welcome to take items or place them in 
the box for others to enjoy.

n  The Clothes Closet of the First Bap-
tist Church in Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. The Clothes 
Closet is operated from 1-3 p.m. each 
Thursday. The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s 

clothes closet is open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth Saturday of ev-
ery month.

n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food 
pantry is open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month in Coleman 
Hall of the church.

n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist 
Church is open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each 
Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist Church be-
tween Lola and Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 7 days week 
at its outdoor Blessing Box in front of the 
church.

Religious Outreach

Don’t quit on the Christian faith; grow in it
Question:  When we die, 

do we become angels in 
heaven or are  we just souls 
昀owing around up there?

Answers: While angels 
are glorious spiritual beings, 
we do not turn  into them in 
heaven. When followers of 
Jesus Christ died,  they are 
transformer into persons 
much more glorious than an-
gels. 

The moment we, Chris-
tians, take our last breath 
on earth we take our 昀rst in 
heaven. “To be away from 
the body (is to be) at home 
with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). 
Our spirit and personality 
are immediately present with 
the Lord, but we will not be 

disembodied, ghostly appa-
ritions. Our loved ones will 
recognize us (Matt. 17:1-4). 
Then in God’s time, we re-
ceive our glori昀ed bodies at 
the Second Coming of Christ. 

Our worn-out, dilapidated 
bodies will be renewed and 
changed, like that of the res-
urrected body of Jesus Christ 
(Phil. 3:21). Just like an ugly 
caterpillar is changed into a 
beautiful butter昀y, we will be 
changed to be like our won-
derful Christ (Phil. 3:21). 

Our body will have no 
physical weakness or limita-
tions of time or space. They 
will again be full of strength. 
Even though our bodies will 
be like Jesus’s, the supreme 
bene昀t will be to be with our 
loving Savior and Lord forev-
er. 

A vital question is: Are you 
prepared to meet the Master 
should He return or if you go 
to meet Him in death today? 
The only way to enjoy the 
bene昀ts of a new glori昀ed 
body after death is to trust 
Christ as your Lord and Sav-
ior (Jn. 14:6). If you haven’t 
done so, do it right now!

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

CRITTENDEN COUNTY FISCAL COURT
PROCLAMATION – NOV. 9-15, 2025, NURSE PRACTITIONERS WEEK
Whereas, nurse practitioners (NPs) play a critical role as trusted providers of health care for patients in 
Kentucky; and

Whereas, NPs work to expand health care access in underserved communities and promote health 
equity in care; and

Whereas, patients depend on the more than 12,000 licensed NPs in the Commonwealth of Kentucky to 
diagnose, manage and treat their chronic and acute health care conditions; and

Whereas, NPs provide high-quality primary, acute and specialty health care services while emphasizing 
health promotion, disease prevention, health education and counseling, guiding patients to make smart-
er health and lifestyle choices every day; and

Whereas, the confidence that patients have in NP-delivered health care is evidenced by the more than 1 
billion visits made annually to NPs across our nation; and

Whereas, more than five decades of research demonstrate the high quality of care provided by NPs; and

Whereas, better utilization of NPs through modernized state laws and improved policies creates better 
health through a more accessible, efficient, cost-effective and higher-quality health care system; and

Whereas, leading governmental and policy entities, including the National Academy of Medicine, National 
Council of State Boards of Nursing, National Governors Association and Federal Trade Commission, have 
taken notice of the benefits of providing patients full and direct access to NP-delivered care; and

Whereas, NPs serve as the primary care provider of choice for many Kentuckians and play a pivotal role 
in the health and welfare of our communities; and

Whereas, Crittenden County is proud to recognize and honor the service of NPs to our county and state;

Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, that I, Perry A. Newcom, do hereby declare Nov. 9–15, 2025, as Nurse 
Practitioner Week in Crittenden County in recognition of the countless contributions NPs have made over 
the past half century and will continue to make on behalf of the health and well-being of our citizens.

Signed:
Perry A. Newcom
Crittenden County Judge Executive
Date: Nov. 11, 2025



Autumn display of merchandise

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Some interesting items 
in the old Crittenden 
Presses are of the adver-
tisements that the pages 
were full of. In September 
1925, the paper shared 
some of the businesses 
that had purchased ads 
in the paper.  Through 
these little items we 昀nd 
history of our town and 
of the businesses that 
used to line the streets. 

–––
Autumn Display
of Merchandise

Marion merchants are 
calling attention to their 
new stocks of fall goods.

If anyone thinks that 
Marion is not an up to 
date town from the mer-
chandising point of view, 
a look over the ads in 
this paper will dispel the 
delusion.

In the adver-
tising columns 
you will 昀nd an-
nouncements of 
the latest arriv-
als at the stores 
of J. H. Mays & 
Sons, Yandell, 
Gugenheim Co., 
and C. W. Grady 
is advertising a 
special in over-
alls.  Among the 
new things in 
dry goods this 
fall are hordered 
昀annels, some 
ex c ep t i ona l l y 
beautiful de-
signs in crepes 
and satins.

In the shoe 
departments are to be 
found a new wide soft 
toe brogue for men, and 
women can 昀nd some-
thing new in pumps with 
buckles.

Overcoats are adver-
tised by National Dry 
Cleaners, who take your 
measure and have them 
made to your order. 
Mr. L. E. Yates, propri-
etor of the National Dry 
Cleaners, has moved his 
pressing and hat block-
ing business from the 
Concrete building to the 
old post of昀ce building, 
where he has ample 
room to conduct his in-
creased business. Mr. 
Yates has recently add-
ed to his equipment, a 
hat cleaning and block-
ing machine and is now 
prepared to do any busi-
ness in the cleaning and 
pressing 昀eld.

New fall clothing ar-
rivals are announced by 
Yandell-Gugenheim Co.

Automobiles adver-
tised this week are Hud-
son, Essex, Chevrolet 
and Ford.  These are 
distributed in the com-
munity by W. W. Runyan 
& Co., T. H. Cochran & 
Co. and Foster & Tucker, 
respectively. U. S. and 
Firestone Tires are ad-
vertised and sold by W. 
W. Runyan & Co and by 
T. H. Cochran & Co.  The 
昀nancing plan of Gener-
al Motors occupies a full 
page advertised by T. H. 
Cochran & Co.

J. N. Boston and Sons, 
contractors, who are 
building the new Fohs 
Hall, carry a page ad tell-
ing that it is to be Better 
Built by Boston. 

Woods and Walker ad-
vertise their superior in-
surance service.

The ads of Marion 
Furniture and Under-
taking Co., McConnell & 

Wiggins, and the Mari-
on Barber Shop occupy 
their customary space 
describing the service 
they are prepared to ren-
der.

The two coal compa-
nies of Marion Coal Co., 
and W. Scott Paris Coal 
Co. advertise that it is 
time to be thinking of 
that when you will need 
a cheery 昀re.

More and more the 
businessmen of Marion 
are using the columns 
of The Press to tell their 
customers about what 
they have in their stores. 
It will pay you to read 
these ads for advertising 
is real business news.

–––
Sept. 25, 1925 – Mer-

chants Again Tell Their 
Story

New adver-
tisers greet 
the readers of 
The Press this 
week.

B e l i e v i n g 
that the ad-
vertisements 
in The Press 
tell an inter-
esting story 
each week, 
it will be our 
policy from 
time to time 
to call special 
attention to 
them through 
the news col-
umns.

This week 
there are two 

full page ads – Carnah-
an’s Store is telling you 
of their big fall opening, 
and T. H. Cochran and 
Co. of the Chevrolet way 
of buying an automobile.  
You will 昀nd a Hudson 
Essex ad, W. W. Runyan 
and Do., dealers.  

The National Dry 
Cleaners advertises its 
service in two places 
– one its cleaning and 
pressing and the other 
about repairing automo-
bile curtains.

W. Scott Paris Coal Co. 
tells of the superiority of 
their coal, and Strouse 
and Brothers invites you 
to their clothing store.  

The Chevrolet automo-
bile is advertised and T. 
H. Cochran and Co. are 
the dealers, they also sell 
Firestone tires.

The new Overland 
closed model is adver-
tised by Clark and Rob-
erts.

Moore and Pickens 
calls attention to new 
fall hats and dresses. 
The store is decorated 
in autumn colors and a 
wealth of beautiful 昀ow-
ers. Some new items are 
blouses with vionette 
sleeves, tapering ones 
cut loosely at the waist, 
blouse backs, ruf昀ed 
skirts and pleated skirts. 
These models, some of 
them in two piece styles, 
incorporate the fall 
shades, rosewood, va-
lencia blue, channel red, 
jungle green, sandwood, 
navy, block, winter oak, 
and soft beige. The win-
ter coats too are in a va-
riety of designs, colors 
and materials.  There are 
straight line coats, dol-
man effects with blouse 
backs and loose wrappy 
sleeves all shown in the 
smartest colors. Many 
models are found with 
lavish fur trimmings of 

fur, 昀tch, brown martin, 
mink, squirrel, taupe fox 
and wolf.  

J. H. Mayes and Sons 
want you to know what 
they have to offer in 
men’s furnishing.

W. T. McConnell and 
Co. has an interesting 
advertisement about 
their new fall things, and 
the Marion Furniture 
and Undertaking Co. say 
they are the complete 
home furnishers. Their 
home furnishings will 
be displayed on the 昀rst 
昀oor and the undertak-
ing parlor will be located 
on the second 昀oor.  

The Farmers Bank 
and Trust Co. tells how 
good a bank account will 
make you feel. They have 
recently remodeled their 
building, and it is now 
one of the best equipped 
banks in Kentucky. The 
building is made of red 
昀re proof brick. The 
vaults are made of brick 
and concrete, reinforced 
by steel bars and the 
safety deposit vault is 
lined with sheet steel. 
The safety deposit vault 
contains more than 200 
steel containers which 
are used by the bank’s 
customers without cost 
to the customer.  

And the Marland Re-
昀ning Co. and the Gulf 
Re昀ning Co. have some-
thing to tell you of their 
product.

Grady’s say they have 
celery and lettuce at 
their place of business, 
and W. S. Lowery has 
some farms for rent.

The Yates Music Store 
advertises its pianos and 
Yandell Gugenheim Co. 
tells about fall clothing 
ad merchandise.

These people believe in 
their merchandise and 
are so con昀dent that 

you will be pleased with 
their service that they 
send money to ask you 
to come to see them.

–––
J. R. Sowders, Mari-

on’s popular restaurant 
man and meat market 
proprietor, has pur-
chased the store building 
on East Carlisle Street, 
just recently vacated by 
Rubin’s Bargain Store.

The building is a hand-
some structure of 昀re-
proof construction, built 
of face brick and con-
crete, and contains two 
stories and a basement. 
It is very well adapted 
for the businesses Mr. 
Sowders conducts and 
no doubt he will do a 
thriving business there-
in.

Many will remember 
that The Press of昀ce 
was formerly located in 
a building on the lot on 
which this store is situ-
ated, at that time owned 
by S. M. Jenkins. Af-
ter the disastrous 昀re 
of 1919 had destroyed 
more than half of Mar-
ion’s business district, 
the M. H. Cannan Co., 
erected the present 
building on the site and 
for a considerable peri-
od of time conducted a 
men’s clothing and fur-
nishing good store there. 
W. E. Cox later used it 
for restaurant purposes 
until “Jake” Rubin pur-
chased the structure for 
his department store.

Mr. Sowers will be 
pleased to see his old 
customers at his new 
place and very likely will 
add a large number of 
news one in this new lo-
cation. (This building is 
located next to the old 
post of昀ce/dry cleaners 
building and next to the 
ally way.)

–––
Marion in its younger 

days was de昀nitely the 
place to visit and shop. 
What a variety of stores 
with all kinds of mer-
chandise was once here.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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Some of the interesting ads 
that appeared in The Crit-
tenden Press in 1925.

The Crittenden County 
Homemakers invite the 
community to a fun and 
meaningful afternoon 
at their Quarter Auction 
Fundraiser bene昀ting 
ovarian cancer research 
on Saturday, Nov. 15, 
at St. William Catho-
lic Church Hall, 860 S. 
Main St., Marion. Doors 
will open at 1 p.m., and 
the auction begins at 2 
p.m.

All proceeds will go 
directly toward ovarian 
cancer research. Attend-
ees will also hear from 
a special guest speaker 
who will share personal 
insights and experienc-
es about living with and 
supporting those affected 
by the disease. Teal is the 
color of ovarian cancer 
awareness. It symbolizes 
strength, hope and unity, 
and guests are encour-
aged to wear teal.

The event is hosted by 
the Crittenden County 
Homemakers, an orga-
nization of three local 
clubs and members-at-
large with more than 50 
active members dedicat-
ed to community ser-
vice. A Quarter Auction 
combines elements of an 
auction, raf昀e and ven-
dor fair. Attendees bid 
on items using quarters, 

with prizes and products 
donated by local business-
es and homemaker mem-
bers. To participate, pad-
dles can be purchased at 
the door for $5 each, with 
additional paddles available 
to increase chances of win-
ning. Participants should 
bring about $15 in quarters 
per paddle for bidding.

Auction items will be 
displayed for preview at 1 
p.m., and photos will also 
be shared on the Crittenden 
County Extension Of昀ce 
Facebook Page at facebook.
com/CrittendenCountyEx-
tensionService. During the 
auction, the announcer will 
call out how many quarters 
are needed to bid—usual-
ly one or two. Players drop 
their quarters into the table 
bucket for each paddle they 
want to play, then raise 
their paddles to enter the 
round. A numbered chip 
is drawn, and if it matches 
a player’s paddle, they win 
the item.

It’s a family-friendly event 
that brings the community 
together for a worthy cause. 
For more information, 
contact (270) 965-5236 or 
email HomemakerQuarter-
Auction@gmail.com. Event 
details can also be found 
online at facebook.com/
CrittendenCountyExten-
sionService.

Quarter auction to benefit 
ovarian cancer research

WATER
Continued from page 1

modest, the district’s 
new rate order includes 
signi昀cant changes to 
tap-on fees, but a reduc-
tion in some service fees. 
Charges for new connec-
tions will jump sharply to 
better re昀ect the actual 
cost of installation. For 
example, the standard 
5/8-inch residential tap-
on will increase from 
$750 to $1,950, more 
than double the previous 
rate.

Water district superin-
tendent Abbie Adamson 
said the previous fees 
had been a net loss for 
the district, as the cost 
of labor, materials and 
compliance often exceed-
ed what customers paid 
to establish new service.

The PSC’s decision fol-
lows a June 2024 rate 
study by Kentucky Rural 
Water Association that 
found the district needed 
more than $500,000 in 

additional annual reve-
nue to meet its projected 
expenses. PSC staff rec-
ommended a smaller ad-
justment after reclassi-
fying some maintenance 
expenses as capital im-
provements and ques-
tioning certain adminis-
trative costs.

CLWD serves about 
3,700 customers in Crit-
tenden and Livingston 
counties. Its ongoing 
three-phase expansion 
project will eventually 
double water treatment 
capacity from 2 million 
to 4 million gallons per 
day. The district’s board 
of directors on Monday 
hired an engineer on the 
expansion project’s 昀nal 
phase, which will include 
running a new water line 
under the Cumberland 
River and building new 
distribution lines be-
tween the plant at Pinck-
neyville to Salem and 
from Salem to Marion.

Customers will notice 
the higher rates on bills 
mailed in January.



FOOTBALL 

Playoff scores of Interest 

  Here are results of area teams in last 
week’s playoff opener. 

Class 1A  
Bethlehem 66, Fulton County 30 
KY Country Day 56, Caverna 16 

Class 2A  
Hancock Co. 41, Caldwell County 0 
Owensboro Cath 61, Ft. Campbell 7 

Class 3A  
Murray 45, Adair County 8 
Hart County 42, Hopkins Central 12 
Glasgow 56, Webster County 0 

Class 4A  
Elizabethtown 42, Calloway County 7 
Paducah Tilghman 28, Taylor County 0 

Class 5A 
Bowling Green 42, Graves County 0 
Greenwood 21, Madisonville 18 

Class 6A 
McCracken Co. 46, Central Hardin 7 
Hopkinsville 60, Daviess County 20 
Henderson County 42, Meade Co. 7 

This Week’s Playoff Games 
Class 1A 

Bethlehem at Campbellsville 
Louisville Holy Cross at KCD 

Class 2A 
Crittenden at Owensboro Catholic 
Hancock County at Mayfield 
Bracken County at Breathitt County 
Danville at Somerset 
Knott County Central at Prestonsburg 
Martin County at Belfry 
Monroe County at Lexington Christian 
Walton-Verona at Beechwood 

Class 3A 
Hart County at Murray 
Union County at Glasgow 

Class 4A 
Franklin-Simpson at Tilghman 
Logan County at Elizabethtown 

Class 5A 
Greenwood at Owensboro 
Apollo at Bowling Green 

Class 6A 
Henderson Co. at McCracken County 
Hopkinsville at South Warren 
 

BASKETBALL 

Middle school results 

  Here is scoring from recent Critten-
den County Middle School games. 

7th Grade Lady Rockets  
Crittenden 33, Union 22 

M.Penn 4, Nelson 2, Hearell 7, Mat-
tingly 10, Binkley 6, K. Penn 4. 

Crittenden 36, Lyon 24 
M.Penn 8, Nelson 5, Hearell 12, Mat-
tingly 6, Binkley 2, Moss 3. 
 

7th Grade Rockets 
Crittenden 57, Livingston 30 

Crittenden: Moss 31, Martin 6, Polk 8, 
Merrill 2, Taylor 8, Palmer 2. 
Livingston: Johnson 7, Williams 13, 
Paris 6, Day 4. 

8th Grade Lady Rockets 
Crittenden 43, Union 24 

Louden 10, M. Penn 8, Nelson 11, 
Hearell 2, Mattingly 8, Binkley 4. 

Lyon 41, Crittenden 13. 
M.Penn 1, Nelson 11, Hearell 1. 

8th Grade Rockets 
Crittenden 62, Livingston 11 

Crittenden: Myers 11, Sherer 11, 
Adamson 6, Brown 8, Maraman 8, 
Moss 12, Merrill 2, Polk 2, Topp 2. 
Livingston: Johnson 5, Jeffre 2, Ross 
2, Land 2. 
 

High school scrimmages 
   The Lady Rockets will scrimmage 
Daviess County at 3 p.m., Saturday at 
Madisonville then host a multi-team 
scrimmage on Nov. 22 at Rocket 
Arena when they will play Caldwell 
County, Tilghman and Allen County-
Scottsville. Crittenden’s boys will also 
host a multi-team scrimmage series 
on Nov. 22. They will play a Paducah-
area homeschool team, Hickman 
County, Fulton City and Caldwell 
County. 
 
VOLLEYBALL 

Correction on awards 

   Information in last week’s Press in-
correctly stated that Crittenden County 
senior Lilah Sherer had been named 
the Second Region Volleyball Player 
of the Year. In fact, she was the Dis-
trict Player of the Year and was also 
named to the All Second Region 
Team. 
 
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

  Here are so me of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Coyote night, no lights    July 1 - Nov 30 
Deer archery                   Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Turkey archery                Sept 6 - Jan 19 
Deer crossbow          Sept 20 - Jan 19 
Raccoon                           Oct 1 - Feb 28 
Deer gun                               Nov 8-23 
Turkey crossbow             Nov 8 - Dec 31 
Bobcat trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Squirrel                          Nov 10 - Feb 28 
Quail                              Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Rabbit        Nov 10 - Feb 10 
Raccoon trapping          Nov 10 - Feb 28  
Woodcock                     Nov 10 - Dec 10 
Coyote trapping             Nov 10 - Feb 28 
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County will hit the road 

this week to face its biggest challenge of 
the season – a regional semifinal 
matchup at Owensboro Catholic, the 
state’s top-ranked Class 2A team. 

The Aces (11-0) have dominated this 
series historically, holding a 13-0 record 
against Crittenden, including five playoff 
victories since 2012. None have been 
close. Yet, the Rockets (8-3) ride into Fri-
day’s contest with momentum and belief 
after knocking off McLean County 28-20 
in last week’s opening-round playoff 
game at Rocket Stadium. 

Two Rockets who have been steady 
contributors all season paired up for 
perhaps the biggest play of the year – 
certainly the most significant on Friday 
night – as kicker Mitchell Brown and 
Noah Byford painted McLean County out 
of the playoff picture with one fell swoop. 

It was a third-quarter blow that al-
lowed Crittenden County to score twice 
in 17 seconds and build a two-touch-
down lead that held up for a 28-20 vic-
tory, launching the Rockets into this 
week’s regional semifinal at Owensboro 
Catholic. 

McLean County’s old-school pound-
on-the-ground offense was punching all 
the right buttons early in front of a huge 
Class 2A playoff crowd at Rocket Sta-
dium. Controlling the ball and the clock 
with long possessions on two scoring 
drives gave McLean an early 14-0 lead. 
The typically dynamic Rocket offense 
was left stranded on the sideline while 
the Cougars churned away behind their 
single-wing and wing-T formations. The 
game of keep-away was working like a 
charm as CCHS was able to run only five 
offensive plays in the entire first period. 

Rocket quarterback Quinn Summers 
and all-time receiving leader Caden 
Howard broke the hometown silence 
with a 55-yard touchdown strike. 
Shortly thereafter, Crittenden began 
solving the Cougars’ ground attack and 
held on a key fourth down at its own 8-
yard line with 2:07 to go in the half. 
Summers guided CCHS all the way 
downfield and capped a 92-yard drive 
with a 10-yard passing play to running 
back Trae Taylor – his first of two TDs in 
the game. 

Crittenden flipped the script in the 
second half as its defense continued to 
set the tone with senior linebacker Bray-
den Poindexter’s 15 solo tackles key in 
stopping McLean twice in the red zone. 
Meanwhile, Summers found junior re-
ceiver Davis Perryman  on an 8-yard 
scoring pass early in the third quarter 
that set up the key play from the BBs – 
Brown and Byford – on the ensuing kick-
off. 

A pooch kick down the home sideline 
off Brown’s foot was perfectly placed, 
and Byford raced to the spot where the 
ball ricocheted off a McLean player. The 
Rocket junior scooped it up inches be-
fore it rolled out of bounds. The play set 
up Crittenden’s final touchdown – Sum-

mers’ 37-yard pass to Taylor – and effec-
tively put the game out of reach of 
McLean’s methodical running game. 
Cougar quarterback Aden Bolden 
passed only four times, completing one 
and throwing one interception – picked 
off by Howard. 

“We had to kick it to a spot where the 
field was kind of weak. It was a desper-
ate play, it was a really close game,” said 
Byford, whose recovery provided enough 
spark to fuel another comeback win – 
the team’s third in four weeks. 

Although the Rockets punted on their 
final three possessions, they’d built 
ample cushion with four straight scoring 
drives over the second and third quar-
ters. Crittenden’s defense handled the 
rest, holding the Cougars to just 74 
rushing yards in the second half after 
they’d piled up 186 before intermission. 

“It’s been a great home stretch,” Coach 
Gaige Courtney said as his team has 
won six of its last seven games, and half 
of those victories have come on their 
home turf. “McLean is a tough, gritty 
team, and we expected it to be tough. 
The defense really stepped it up after 
halftime, and Mitchell Brown’s pooch 
kick that Noah Byford recovered to give 
us an extra possession was huge – a 
great play by both of them.” 

The Rockets’ reward is a trip to 
Owensboro, where they’ll face an un-
beaten powerhouse that crushed Fort 
Campbell 61-7 last week. Crittenden will 
enter Friday’s regional semifinal against 
some big odds, but also with a building 
sense of worth and sharp resilience on 
its side. 

 
SCORE BY QUARTERS 
McLean County       8      6      0    6 

Crittenden County    0     14    14   0 
SCORING PLAYS 
M-Hunter Stratton 4 run (Stratton run) 1:14, 1st 
M-Charles Walker 2 run (run failed) 4:16, 2nd 
C-Caden Howard 55 pass from Quinn Summers 
(Mitchell Brown kick) 8:18, 2nd 
C-Trae Taylor 10 pass from Summers (Brown kick) 
:36, 2nd 
C-Davis Perryman 8 pass from Summers (Brown 
kick) 9:53, 3rd 
C-Taylor 37 pass from Summers (Brown kick) 9:36, 
2nd 
M-Walker 11 run (run failed) 3:37, 4th 
 
TEAM TOTALS 
First Downs: CCHS 14, MCHS 14 
Penalties: CCHS 3-30, MCHS 5-40 
Rushing: CCHS 13-62, MCHS 56-260 
Passing: CCHS 20-32-1, 267; MCHS 1-4-1, 24 
Total Yards: CCHS 329, MCHS 284 
Fumbles/Lost: CCHS 1-1, MCHS 2-1 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
Rushing 
CCHS: Summers 9-59, Taylor 4-3. MCHS: Walker 25-
132, Raylen Tate 12-79, Stratton 10-31, Aden Bolden 
6-18. 
Passing 
CCHS: Summers 20-32-1, 267. MCHS: Bolden 1-4-
1, 24. 
Receiving 
CCHS: Howard 7-113, Taylor 5-69, Eli Lovell 6-69, 
Perryman 2-16. 
Defense 
Brandsasse 7 solos, 3 assists; Hall 2 solos, 2 assists; 
Howard 4 solos, 3 assists, interception; Pierson solo, 
assist; Poindexter 15 solos, 6 assists, TFL; Sosh 
solo, 2 assists; Stevenson 3 solos; Taylor assist; By-
ford 4 solos, TFL, fumble recovery; Lovell 5 solos, 2 
assists; A.Rich 4 solos, 2 assists; Bumpus 8 solos, 5 
assists, TFL. 
Players of the Game: Offense Quinn Summers, De-
fense Brayden Poindexter, Lineman Jake Rich, Spe-
cial Teams Noah Byford and Mitchell Brown. 
Records: CCHS 8-3, MCHS 5-6

Another comeback lifts Rockets in postseason

Varsity 
MVPs - Karlee Jent & Addie Nelson 
End of Season Award - Mela Penn 

Best Pitcher - Brooklyn Lovell 
Best Catcher - Fiona Louden 

Best Outfielder - Addie Nelson 
Best Infielder - Karlee Jent 

Best Team Player - Danielle Farmer 
Best Offensive Player - Fiona Louden 

Best Attitude - Isabel Geary 
Most Improved - Aubrianna Odom 

Silver Slugger - Brooklyn Lovell / Fiona Louden 
Most Versatile - Mela Penn 

Golden Glove - Danielle Farmer / Mela Penn 
Best Teammate - Isabel Geary 
Team Clown - Kinley Copeland  

Eagle Eye - Karlee Jent / Fiona Louden 
True Grit - Aria Kinnis 

110% Award - Danielle Farmer 
Love of the Game - London McCord 
Iron Arm Reliever - Whitley Lovan 

Junior Varsity 
MVP - Whitley Lovan 

End of Season Award - Mattie Moss  
Best Pitcher - Whitley Lovan 

Best Catcher - Callie Hildebrand (not pictured) 
Best Outfielder - Scarlett Bock 

Best Infielder - Catelynn Maddux (not pictured) 
Best Team Player - Bradie Hackney 

Best Offense - Kaylynn Little (not pictured) 
Best Attitude - Blakelee Gardner (not pictured) 

Most Improved - Elizabeth Greenwell 
Silver Slugger - Scarlett Bock 

Most Versatile - EmmaShae Holland 
Golden Glove - London McCord 

Best Teammate - EmmaShae Holland 
Team Clown - Blakelee Gardner (not pictured) 

Eagle Eye - Kora Belle Penn 
True Grit - Catelynn Maddux (not pictured) 

110% Award - Blakelee Gardner (not pictured) 
Love of the Game - Kaylynn Little (not pictured) 

Iron Arm Reliever - London McCord

The Crittenden County defense was remarkable in the second half Friday, holding 
McLean County’s powerful running attack to just 79 yards and stopping it twice in the 
red zone for a playoff victory at Rocket Stadium.

JUNIOR PRO STATS 
3rd - 4th Graders 

Jamboree Semifinal 
Rockets 13, Hopkins County 0 
Rushing: Colton James 
20-91, Ayden Oliver 13-96. 
Receiving: Boone Tabor 
1-4; Dagen Taylor 1-(-4). 
Passing: Oliver 2-4-0, 0. 
Defense: Koleson Tinsley 
4 solos, 2 assists, TFL, 
forced fumble; Chase 
Winders 3 solos, 3 TFL; 
Dagen Taylor 2 solos, 3 
assists, fumble recovery; 
Blake Sitar 2 solos, 2 as-
sists, 2 TFL; Beckett Hunt 
2 solos, assist, 2 TFL; 
Colton James 2 solos, as-
sist, interception; Hayden 
Atwell solo; Jake Morse 
solo; B.Tabor assist; Ayden 
Oliver fumble recovery; 
Grayson Congenie fumble 
recovery. 
 
Jamboree Championship 

Rockets 6, Caldwell 0 
Rushing: James 13-37, 
Oliver 9-85. Passing: 
Oliver 7-10-0, 35. Receiv-
ing: Taylor 2-17, Congenie 
1-13, Tabor 4-5. Defense: 
James 3 solos, 2 assists, 2 
TFL; Tinsley 3 solos, 1 as-
sists; Hunt 2 solos, 2 as-
sists; Congenie 2 solos, 
TFL, interception; Morse 2 
solos, 1 assists; Taylor 
solo, 5 assists; Sitar solo, 
assist, TFL; Oliver solo; 
Tabor assist. 

Crittenden County Middle School softball varsity award win-
ners are (front from left) Whitley Lovan, Aria Kinnis, Danielle 
Farmer, Aubrianna Copeland, London McCord, (back) Addie 
Nelson, Mela Kate Penn, Brooklyn Lovell, Karlee Jent, Kinley 
Copeland, Isabel Geary and Fiona Louden.

CCMS JV 
award winners 
are (front from 
left) Elizabeth 
Greenwell, 
Whitley Loven, 
Scarlett Bock, 
Emma Shae 
Holland, (back) 
Kora Beth 
Penn, London 
McCord, Mattie 
Moss and 
Bradie Hack-
ney.

Lady Rocket 
Volleyball Awards 

Crittenden County’s varsity volleyball girls 
were honored last weekend during the 
post-season ceremony. Award winners 
are (front from left) Lilah Sherer, Assist 
and Senior awards; Aly Yates, Defense 
and Heart of a Rocket awards; Hadley 
Myers, Senior Award; Ava Tabor, Rising 
Rocket Award; Lacey Boone, Ace, Of-
fense and Senior awards; (back) Coach 
Bayley McDonald, Braelyn Merrill, Of-
fense Award; Grayson Travis, Triple 
Threat and Block awards; Layken 
Gilchrist, Character Award; and Maddie 
Hearell, MVP Award.



HUNT 

Continued from page 1 
the majority of funding 
comes from the sale of li-
censes and permits that 
have not seen a resident 
increase since 2018 and 
federal excise taxes, he 
added. Implementing CPI 
price adjustments en-
hances transparency and 
will help the agency keep 
pace with industry costs to 
ensure fiscally sound oper-
ation of the agency and ful-
fillment of its mission for 
generations to come, Jenk-
ins said. 

Several fee changes also 
took effect immediately. A 
reduced-cost sportsman’s 
license is now available to 
resident first-time buyers, 
defined as people who have 
not purchased an annual 
Kentucky hunting or fish-
ing license, or a combina-
tion license that includes 
an annual license, since 
1996. Priced at $35, the li-
cense bundles a resident 
hunting and fishing li-
cense, spring turkey per-
mit, fall turkey permit, 
trout permit, state migra-
tory bird and waterfowl 
permit and a statewide 
deer permit. 

To hunt bobcats, a $10 
permit is now required; 
previously, the permit was 
free. The motorboat regis-
tration fee structure has 
been simplified so that fees 

are based solely on vessel 
length. Amendments also 
changed fees for boat man-
ufacturers and dealers, as 
well as licenses for hunting 
and fishing guides and 
outfitters. 

In the past, fees changed 
unpredictably. Under the 
new approach, adjust-
ments are intended to be 
smaller and more consis-
tent. Licenses, tags and 
permits for the 2026-27 li-
cense year go on sale Dec. 
1. Because CPI-based ad-
justments are scheduled 
for January, hunters and 
anglers can take advantage 
of lower pricing by pur-
chasing 2026-27 licenses 
and permits in December.  

K D F W R  e n c o u r a g e s 
sportsmen and women to 
not delay and consider 
buying their 2026-27 li-
censes and permits in De-
cember. 

Purchases may be made 
through the My Profile app 
on the Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife website fw.ky.gov. 
For questions, the public 
may refer to the Licenses 
webpage, type “Licenses” 

into the site’s search bar or
contact the Kentucky Fish
and Wildlife Information
Center at 800-858-1549 or
info.center@ky.gov week-
days 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.,
except holidays. 
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One 
bullet 
One 
Booner
STAFF REPORT 

With modern firearm deer 
season getting underway last 
weekend, few stories better 
capture the thrill of the chase 
than the one that unfolded 
last fall near Frances – a tale 
that ended with a Boone and 
Crockett buck and a lifelong 
memory. 

By all accounts, the big 
whitetail roaming the fields 
and hollows in southern Crit-
tenden County was no ordi-
nary deer. He was a 
heavy-racked nomad, showing 
up on cameras more than a 
mile apart and sparring with 
smaller bucks as if to remind 
every hunter who ruled the 
ridge. For a couple of years, 
word of his wide frame and 
towering tines spread through 
the local hunting community. 
By the fall of 2024, he had be-
come the shared obsession of 

two long-
time 
friends. 

One of 
them, real 
estate broker and avid out-
doorsman Jim DeFreitas, 
would finally close the chap-
ter. 

DeFreitas, who splits time 
between Kentucky and Ala-
bama, tagged the massive 13-
point on his 182-acre Frances 
farm last November. The deer 
green-scored 1756⁄8 inches, 
qualifying for the Boone and 
Crockett Club’s all-time 
record book. It was the first of 
his hunting career to reach 
that mark – a milestone for 
any serious whitetail hunter. 

The hunt nearly didn’t hap-
pen. On the Monday before 
Thanksgiving, DeFreitas re-
turned to Kentucky and real-
ized he’d left the magazine for 

his Browning .308 at home in 
Alabama. That left him with 
one round in the chamber 
and a single loose cartridge in 
his pocket. 

Still, he made time to hunt. 
The day before Thanksgiving, 
he ran into his friend and 
neighbor Tony Travis, who 
told him he’d taken a high 
shot with a bow at the same 
deer two weeks earlier. A faint 
blood trail had given him 
hope, but after a long search, 
he feared the buck might not 
have survived. 

Thanksgiving Day dawned 
windy and still. DeFreitas 
hunted from daylight until 
late afternoon without seeing 
much movement. Then, 

around 4:30 p.m., the big 
deer stepped out at just over 
200 yards. The does he had 
been following were hidden in 
a creek bottom, but the buck 
stood broadside. 

DeFreitas raised his rifle, 
knowing he had one chance. 
He fired at 211 yards. The 
deer bolted, stumbled, then 
disappeared over a rise. With 
no magazine to reload 
quickly, DeFreitas slid in his 
last bullet and hurried to 
track. Blood sign lifted his 
hopes, and minutes later he 
found the giant lying just in-
side the timber, both lungs 
pierced, the hunt complete. 

He called Travis, who ar-
rived soon after. One glance 
confirmed it was the same 
deer. A scar marked where 
the broadhead had entered 
weeks earlier. Tough as they 
come, the buck had survived 

the wound and kept roaming. 
Travis had even saved the 
buck’s sheds from previous 
seasons and had trail-camera 
photos in velvet from the 
summer before. 

For DeFreitas, the moment 
was surreal – the culmination 
of decades chasing trophy 
deer. At an estimated 5½ to 
6½ years old, the “Frances 
Monster,” as locals have come 
to call him, embodied Ken-
tucky’s trophy potential. 

Travis said he couldn’t have 
imagined a better ending. “I’m 
just glad Jim got him,” he told 
The Press. “It’s better than 
never knowing what hap-
pened to that deer.” 

Today, the Frances Monster 
hangs on DeFreitas’ wall, a 
reminder of one November 
evening when luck, persist-
ence and a single bullet 
brought a legend to rest. 

This Season’s Take 
  Opening weekend, Crittenden 
County hunters harvested 
about 550 deer, according to 
Kentucky Department of Fish 
and Wildlife Resources data. 
That’s up from last year’s open-
ing weekend total. In 2024, 
hunters took roughly 300 deer 
on opening morning, but only 
about 250 this year. However, 
numbers rebounded as a cold 
front moved in Sunday, spurring 
more movement. 

YEAR           MALE       FEMALE         TOTAL      % FEMALE      KY RANK 
2024    1,332   1,280     2,612    49.0%    No. 8 
2023    1,334   1,334     2,668    50.0%    No. 4 
2022    1,297   1,410     2,707    52.1%    No. 5  
2021    1,380   1,367     2,747    49.8%    No. 5 
2020    1,438   1,528     2,996    51.0%    No. 3 

2019    1,572   1,926     3,498    55.1%    No. 3 
2018    1,509   1,793     3,302    54.3%    No. 2 
2017    1,634   1,817     3,451    52.7%    No. 1 
2016    1,552   1,529     3,081    49.6%    No. 3 
2015    1,684   1,675     3,359    49.9%    No. 3 

2014    1,606   1,618     3,224    50.2%    No. 3 
2013    1,543   1,490     3,033    49.1%    No. 3 
2012    1,433   1,577     3,010    52.4%    No. 2 
2011    1,293   1,536     2,829    54.3%    No. 3 
2010    1,302   1,650     2,952    55.9%    No. 2 

2009    1,304   1,245     2,549    48.8%    No. 4 
2008    1,174   1,533     2,707    56.6%    No. 2 
2007    1,249   1,678     2,927    57.3%    No. 2 
2006    1,436   1,649     3,085    53.5%    No. 2 
2005    1,043   1,550     2,593    59.8%    No. 2 

2004    1,276   1,756     3,032    57.9%    No. 2 
2003    1,138   1,448     2,586    56.0%    No. 2 
2002    1,170   1,538     2,708    56.8%    No. 2 
2001    1,015   1,257     2,272    55.3%    No. 2 
2000    1,069   1,528     2,597    58.8%    No. 2

  Crittenden County’s 
annual deer harvest 
broken down into male 
and female, percent-
age of harvest that was 
female and the 
county’s overall harvest 
rank compared to other 
Kentucky counties. 

Looking Back
Local Deer Harvests

Tony Travis with the deer’s sheds 
from the previous year

Jim DeFreitas with his buck
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Weather YearbookWeather Yearbook

Coldest    Warmest   Wettest 
  Temp         Temp         Day 
   33.5              88             2.77

   Fri., Oct. 24                   Thur., Oct. 2               Thur., Oct. 7

OCTOBER 2025

                                           2025            2024          2023         2022          2021          2020 
Average Temp          
Coldest Temp           
Hottest Temp            
Precipitation             
Wettest Day              

n Weather in Crittenden County last month 
was about normal for October, according to 
data from the local Mesonet weather station 
located near Mattoon. The month brought 
classic fall conditions to the area with an aver-
age temperature of 61.1 degrees, right in line 
with seasonal norms. The warmest day hit 88 
degrees, while the coldest morning dipped to 
33.5. Rainfall was above average for the 
month, totaling 5.8 inches, with 2.77 inches 
falling on the wettest day. Overall, the month 
was mild but wetter than usual, wrapping up 
one of the more seasonable Octobers in re-
cent years. 

61.4 
32.4 
87.2 
0.7 

0.47

61.1 
33.5 
88.0 
5.8 

2.77

59.8 
24.2 
86.2 
2.3 

1.08

57.4 
29.6 
81 
1.6 

0.93

63.8 
39.8 
85.1 
3.2 

1.06

56.9 
33.88 
81.9 
7.9 
2.7

It will be another 18 months before the new courthouse will be ready to occupy, but construction is picking up steam in downtown Marion with the arrival 
of a large crane last week. If you drive by it every day, perhaps the subtle changes are not as noticable, but work is proceding on schedule thanks to for-
tuitous fall weather. Pinnacle Inc., of Benton is the general contractor. A live video link to see what’s happineng daily is available at The-Press.com.

Taking 
Shape

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County Judge-Exec-

utive Perry Newcom says he has 
submitted applications for more 
than $2.2 million in state bridge 
funding ahead of the Nov. 14 dead-
line. 

Through the City/County Bridge 
Improvement Program (CCBIP), 
Newcom requested $2,263,821.35 
to replace four county bridges, two 
on Nunn Switch Road, one on Cop-
peras Springs Road and another 
on Jackson School Road. 

All four bridges were recom-
mended for replacement by the 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet’s 
District 1 bridge inspector due to 
reduced weight limits and poor 
condition ratings. Two of the 
bridges are currently restricted to 

3 tons. 
Newcom said he moved forward 

with the applications to highlight 
local infrastructure needs and en-
sure legislators are aware of the 
county’s bridge conditions. 

Just last week, the county held 
a speical meeting where magis-
trates approved a resolution and 
conducted other formalities neces-
sary to receive $550,000 in state 
bridge grant funds to replace a 
Mexico Road bridge over Claylick 
Creek, which has been out and the 
road closed at the crossing since 
March. Newcom said it would 
likely be next summer before that 
bridge replacement project begins. 

A bridge over Crooked Creek on 
Dam 50 Road (KY 387) has been 
closed for months, but should 
open back up sometime next 
month. And, another is being re-
placed on a state highway KY 2123 
in the Glendale Church area. It 
should be finished this month. 

 

Decking was recently poured on 
part of the Dam 50 bridge.

Bridges are key public project priorities

Veteran Salute 
Kindergarteners KJ Allen, Baird Cosby, Delta Day 
and Taylyn McIntosh had a front-row seat and 
some fancy headgear during Crittenden County 
School District’s Veterans Day program Tuesday. 
Pictured top right, Boy Scout Caleb Harris pres-
ents speaker and veteran Chad Nelson with a 
folded American flag. Clockwise from there, vet-
eran Ron Harbor is recognized for his service; 
other veterans and their families help fill Rocket 
Arena; and Nelson delivers the keynote address 
during the hour-long program.



FALL Home

Got a big  to-do list? Find local help here! Thursday, November 6, 2025 | Page 1B

Housing in rural western 
Kentucky is as varied as 
the landscape itself. In Crit-
tenden and neighboring 
Livingston counties, afford-
ability remains one of the 
region’s biggest advantages, 
yet both communities face 
a similar challenge with 
limited availability. While 
Crittenden’s market is small 
and steady, Livingston’s is 
shaped by its lakes, where 
second homes and water-
front views can command 
prices unseen elsewhere in 
the two counties.

Crittenden County’s 
housing market remains 

grounded in the modest, 
practical values typical of 
small rural towns. Accord-

ing to data from Zillow, 
the typical home in the 
county is valued around 
$128,000, a figure that has 
slipped about 4 percent 
over the past year after 
gains in 2023. The median 
listing price is higher, about 
$215,000, but that figure 
reflects a limited number 
of active listings, just 33 
homes were for sale across 
the entire county this fall, 
according to available data.

That scarcity keeps pric-
es relatively stable but 
makes it difficult for new 

Rural western Kentucky housing:
Affordable but scarce

HOUSING — Continued on 3B

It has been 10 years 
since Marion’s last 

formal study on hous-
ing availability. In 2015 
an analysis found that 
among Marion's 1,570 

housing units, 778 were 
owned (50%), 442 were 

rentals 28%, vacant 
homes accounted for 189 
units or 12%, there were 

161 (10%) empty lots, nine 
homes in foreclosure and 
at the time there were 14 
condemned properties.



Ready to tackle 
that list of home 

improvement 
projects?

Give those credit cards a break 
and ask about our loan options.

Charlie Day
Marion Market Manager

270-965-1222
cday@efirstunitedbank.com

NMLS# 1457385

Subject to credit approval. 
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yers to find an entry 
nt. Homeownership re-
ins high at 77 percent, 

d many residents live in 
gle-family homes that 
ve been passed down or 
intained within families 

decades. The county’s 
using stock totals rough-
4,300 units, with only a 
all share available for 
t at any given time.
ental costs remain well 

ow state and national 
rages. Federal housing 

nchmarks put a two-bed-
m fair market rent at 
ut $660 per month, in-

ding some utilities. Even 
availability is limited — 

eflection of the county’s 
ference for ownership 

d its lack of large apart-
nt developments. With 
dian household income 
und $47,000, most fam-
s can afford to own their 
me, but few new houses 

being built, and those 
t are tend to replace ag-

structures rather than 
and the overall supply, 
ording to available data.

A newly developed $10.5 
lion, 48-unit housing 

mplex on the east edge 
he Marion city limits is 

eady completely full af-
taking its first tenants 

k in February. Manager 
rina Myers says demand 
oss all of western Ken-
ky is extremely high. 

also oversees Bellville 
nor Apartments in Mar-

and its 32 units are full 
d rarely does one become 

ilable.
get applications every 

, and probably 30 or 40 
cent of them tell me they 

homeless,” Myers said. 
everywhere across west 

ntucky.”
he demand for housing 
Marion isn’t just from 

al residents, Myers said. 
gets applications regu-

y from Providence, Stur-
and other nearby towns.
he average rent at Cole 
ings, which is typically 

Section 8 subsidized, 
ges between $575 and 
0 depending on the oc-
ant’s income. That price 
udes utilities. Govern-

nt-assisted housing at 
ville is much lower, 

und $250 to $350 in most 
es.
he net result from pres-

es on the housing market 
ural Crittenden and Liv-
ston counties is a steady 

aging housing market

or longtime homeowners, 
stability prevails.

Around the lakes area, 
Livingston County’s hous-
ing story carries a different 
twist. Its modest inland com-
munities mirror Critten-
den’s affordability, but near 
Lake Barkley and Kentucky 
Lake, the market changes 
dramatically. Waterfront 
and lake-view properties, 
particularly around Grand 
Rivers, can list anywhere 
from $400,000 to well over 
$1 million.

Yet those high-end 
homes represent a small 
fraction of the county’s total 
housing stock, which keeps 
overall numbers much low-
er. Zillow estimates the av-
erage home value county-
wide at $149,000, up about 
5 percent over the past year. 
Realtor.com shows the me-
dian listing price closer to 
$280,000, reflecting the im-
pact of a handful of lake-ar-
ea listings among a small 
pool of properties.

Like Crittenden County, 
Livingston is overwhelm-
ingly owner-occupied, 
about 81 percent of homes 
are lived in by their own-
ers. The rental market is 
small, and roughly half of 
all renters spend more than 
35 percent of their income 
on housing, a sign of limit-
ed supply. Federal housing 
data sets the two-bedroom 
fair market rent at $689 per 
month, only slightly higher 
than Crittenden’s, but the 
presence of seasonal lake 
cabins and second homes 
skews availability.

The mix of lakefront luxu-
ry and modest inland dwell-
ings creates a split market. 
The waterfront properties 
attract out-of-county buy-
ers and retirees, while most 
local residents live in afford-
able, often older homes scat-
tered through the county’s 
rural communities.

Both counties illustrate 
a broader rural Kentucky 
theme – low overall hous-
ing costs but limited op-
tions for growth. Construc-
tion costs, modest incomes 
and aging housing stock 
make it difficult for devel-
opers to justify large-scale 
new projects.

In Crittenden County, 
that means slow churn in 
ownership and few oppor-
tunities for newcomers. 
In Livingston, it means a 
lake-driven niche market 
that lifts values along the 
shoreline but leaves much 
of the county unchanged.

For families seeking to 
settle in either county, 
affordability remains a 
strength But for planners

HOUSING
Continued from 1B

A need for more space 
mpels many a home-
ner to consider home 
ovations each year. 

hile some homeowners 
ide to pull up stakes 

d move after realizing 
y need more room to 
neuver at home, a real 
ate market marked by 

w inventory and high 
ces has made it more af-
dable for many proper-
owners to stay put and 
vert existing spaces.

A garage conversion 
ject is one way for 

meowners to create 
re space in their current 
perties. Homeowners 
sidering such renova-

ns can benefit from a 
ndown of what a garage 

version entails and 
at to expect when the 
ject is completed.
A new floor will like-

be part of the project. 
hether you’re convert-

the garage into a living 
ce or simply hoping 
make it look nicer as a 
rkshop or artist’s stu-

the existing floor will 
ly need to be replaced. 
ny garages feature 
crete flooring, which 

cks easily (homeowners 
sidering a garage ren-
tion may already see 
cks in an existing floor). 

hen converting a garage, 
ovation experts will 

doubtedly advise re-
cing the existing floor, 

d some will recommend 
yaspartic floor instal-
on. Various garage 
version experts note 
t polyaspartic flooring 
deal for garage spaces 
ause it’s durable, resis-
t to damage that can be 
sed by chemicals and 

ers much more aesthet-

ic appeal than a concrete 
floor.

• The room will need 
ventilation and heating 
and cooling. A garage used 
for traditional purposes 
(i.e., parking cars, storing 
lawn and garden tools, 
etc.) likely will not be con-
nected to a home’s existing 
HVAC system and may not 
feature a window that can 
be opened or closed to al-
low for fresh air to enter 
the space. The space will 
need ventilation and heat-
ing and cooling capabilities 
if it’s being converted. 

• Location and climate 
bear consideration. Be-
fore going forward with a 
garage conversion, home-
owners should consider 
where they live and the 
local climate. Homeown-
ers living in urban areas 
where parking is at a pre-
mium may be doing them-
selves (and future owners) 
a disservice by converting 

a space where they can 
presently park a vehicle 
into something else. In 
addition, people living in 
locales where outdoor ac-
tivities like surfing, kaya-
king and cycling are popu-
lar will have to determine 
where items necessary 
for such activities will be 
stored if they decide to 
convert their garages into 
living spaces. Of course, 
garage renovation teams 
can incorporate storage 
into a design, so homeown-
ers should not hesitate to 
discuss their lifestyle with 
contractors to ensure the 
room accommodates their 
hobbies after the conver-
sion is complete.

• Zoning laws may or 
may not affect the project. 
Laws vary depending on 
where homeowners live, 
so it’s impossible to say 
with certainty if home-
owners will or won’t run 
into zoning issues during 

a project. However, the de-
sign of the finished prod-
uct may offer hints as to 
any permit-related hurdles 
homeowners may need 
to clear. For example, if 
the garage doors are stay-
ing and the space behind 
those doors is merely be-
ing converted with a new 
floor and other amenities 
that won’t change the look 
or function of the space, 
then homeowners may 
not encounter any permit 
issues. A need for permits 
and some restrictions may 
emerge if garage doors are 
being replaced by a new 
wall so the exterior space 
seamlessly blends in with 
the rest of the home. In-
vestigate any potential 
restrictions prior to going 
forward.

Garage conversions can 
be a great way to add func-
tional space to a property 
without building on to an 
existing home.

Create space with a garage conversion



for sale
Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

wanted
Someone to iron a couple 
times a month. Call Reta 
Riley, (270) 874-3240 or 
(270) 969-2704. (2t-45-p)

for rent
3 bedroom 2 bath mobile 
home, $600 rent, $600 
deposit, in town;2 bed-
room 1 bath mobile home, 
$600 rent, $600 depos-
it.270-704-3234. Possibly 
lease to own. (TFC)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean 
ditches. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-52-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auc-
tion etc. in this newspaper 
plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
si昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

statewide
BATHROOM REMODEL

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 1-833-770-0957
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited time, 
waiving ALL installation 
costs! (Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change and 
vary by dealer. (Offer ends 
12/31/25.) Call 1-866-837-
5986
Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 

and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 
1-888-302-4539
BUSINESS SPACE FOR 

RENT

Frankfort Of昀ce Space 
for rent: Second 昀oor with 
four large of昀ce areas, re-
stroom. Of昀ce desks fur-
nished. Located ½ mile 
from I-64 Lawrenceburg 
exit 53A. Electric, water, 
gas, utilities and internet in-
cluded. $2,200  per month.  
Call Bonnie Howard, Ken-
tucky Press Association, 
502-223-8821.

BUYING CARS

We buy 8,000 cars a week. 
Sell your old, busted or junk 
car with no hoops, haggles 
or headaches. Sell your car 
to Peddle. Easy three step 
process. Instant offer. Free 
pickup. Fast payment. Call 
1-844-440-0399

BUYING HOUSES

We Buy Houses for Cash 
AS IS! No repairs. No fuss. 
Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash 
offer and get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-888-287-5615

CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138
AFFORDABLE TV & IN-
TERNET. If you are over-
paying for your service, call 
now for a free quote and 
see how much you can 
save! 1-877-548-7494
Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574
DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv 
and get your 昀rst three 
months of Max, Para-
mount+, Showtime, Starz, 
MGM+ and Cinemax in-
cluded. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restric-
tions apply. Call DIRECTV 
1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimit-
ed Talk, Text and Data For 
Just $25/mo! The Power Of 
3 5G Networks, One Low 
Price! Call Today and Get 
The Latest iPhone Every 
Year On Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest 
carriers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 

text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-353-2982

DEBT HELP

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly 
less than what you owe! 
FREE quote: Call 1-844-
262-5602
Struggling with debt? If you 
have over $15,000 in debt 
we help you be debt free in 
as little as 24-48 months. 
Pay nothing to enroll. Call 
Now: 1-877-857-0268

DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

Donate your car, truck, 
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top 
tax deduction! Call Veteran 
Car Donations at 1-833-
984-2146 today!
GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. 
Fast free pick up. Patriot-
ic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans 昀nd work or start 
their own business. Call 
24/7: 1-833-485-3141.
Get a break on your taxes! 
Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and 
visually impaired. Arrange 
a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a gen-
erous tax credit for 2025. 
Call Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-877-581-3053 
today!

FOOD SERVICE

When you want the best, 
you want Omaha Steaks! 
100% guaranteed and de-
livered to your door! Our 
Butcher’s Deluxe Package 
comes with 8 FREE Oma-
ha Steaks Smash Burgers 
ONLY $89.99.  Call 1-888-
256-0067  and mention 
code 79797FDK or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/
Deluxe2696

HEALTH

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374
Attention: VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! A cheap-
er alternative to high drug-
store prices! 50 Pill Special 
- Only $99! 100% guaran-
teed. CALL NOW: 1-877-
690-2326

HOME IMPROVEMENT

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFil-
ter is backed by a no-clog 
guarantee and lifetime 

transferrable warranty. Call 
today 1-866-329-2415 to 
schedule a FREE inspec-
tion and no obligation es-
timate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Plus, Military 
& Seniors get an additional 
10% off. Limited time only. 
Restrictions apply, see rep-
resentative for warranty 
and offer details.
SunSetter. America’s Num-
ber One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your deck or 
patio into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year limited war-
ranty. Call now and SAVE 
$350 today! 1-866-348-
8793
Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material – steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power 
move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 400 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 

Get your FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift 
card when you make the 
switch.  Call 1-833-974-
4780

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

We Buy Vintage Guitar’s! 
Looking for 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-7011

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take 
less than 60 SECONDS. 
Don’t wait! Protect your 

family, your home, your 
assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 1-833-360-
5407

WATCHES

CASH PAID FOR HIGH-
END MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES. Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Dayto-
na, GMT, Submariner 
and Speedmaster. These 
brands only! Call for a 
quote: 1-833-641-6058

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit dorranceinfo.com/Ken-
tucky
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Press
125 E. Bellville St.,

P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



Metro Creative Services

Houses typically fea-
ture various areas that are 
traditionally designed for 
storage, such as garages, 
basements and attics. How-
ever, with some renovation, 
these spaces can be trans-
formed into livable areas. 

Homeowners who 
would like to convert at-
tics into livable spaces need 
to take certain things into 
consideration before start-
ing an improvement proj-
ect. While the attic may 
seem like it has plenty of 
room and is structurally 
sound enough to walk in, 
that’s not necessarily so. 
To be converted into us-
able living space, an attic 
must be brought up to the 
standards of modern build-
ing codes, according to the 
design experts at Board & 
Vellum. Retrofitting beams 
and insulation can eat up 
available space in an attic. 
Thus, it is best to consult an 
expert to see if an attic can 
be converted. 

Furthermore, an attic that 
was not initially designed as 
a room when the house was 
built can add extra “load” 
upstairs if it is converted. 
That could present certain 
structural problems. That 
means a structural engineer 
also must be consulted to 
see if adding beams, flooring 
and drywall will necessitate 
other changes elsewhere in 
the home to accommodate 
the extra load.

In order to have a func-
tional attic room, building 
codes will dictate that it 
needs to be accessible by a 
full-size staircase. Also, it 
will need to have another 
exit in case of an emergency 
so that will likely be an ac-
cessible window, according 
to the home information 
site The Fill. Homeowners’ 
budgets and renovation 
plans will need to factor 

into these considerations. 
Homeowners also are ad-
vised to check local permits 
to determine what else may 
be required to go forward. 
It is best to follow the rules. 
Lack of a permit for work 
can affect the ability to sell 
a home down the line.

Individuals also should 
plan for  heating and cool-
ing upgrades as the home 
will need to have ductwork 
installed in the attic, or 
at the least, a stand-alone 
heating and cooling unit. 
As heat rises, it can get 
quite warm in an attic, so 
ventilation and comfort 
should be considered. The 
attic will need to be wired 
for electricity for lighting 

and other needs. Air seal-
ing and additional insu-
lation can the attic space 
more comfortable as well. 
Consult with a qualified 
electrician and an HVAC 
technician and have an en-
ergy audit done to discuss 
needs.

Attic renovations can 
give homeowners more 
space in their homes, which 
can be used as offices, bed-
rooms or cozy corners. This 
is no small undertaking and 
all of the right steps need to 
be followed to ensure a le-
gal, safe and successful ren-
ovation. 

Turn your attic 
into living space

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, November 13, 2025 5B



6B THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, November 13, 2025


